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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark E. Brown on Friday, March 19, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Specification : 

Page 7, line 20, inserted other shaft angles in the range of 90°-180°, such as 135° 
and 150° can be employed in the present invention- after "120° as shown". 

Claims : 

Canceled claims 8 and 9. 

Claim 1 . A fishing jig, which comprises: 

a generally spherical body including an exterior surface, an interior, a front, a back, 
a top, a bottom and a generally cylindrical base protruding downwardly from 
said bottom; 

said base having an annular base sidewall connected to said bottom and 
terminating at a relatively flat, circular base lower face, said face lying 
generally in a plane located below said body with said jig upright; 
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a fishhook passage extending through said body and including first and second 

openings at said body exterior surface; 
a fishhook mounted on said body and projecting outwardly from the exterior 

surface thereof, said fishhook including a shaft; 
said fishhook shaft including a proximate end, a distal end, an extension section, a 

curved return section connected to said extension section and a barb 

connected to said return section and located at said shaft distal end; 
said fishhook shaft including an inner section positioned within said passage and 

located generally between said shaft proximate end and said extension 

section; 

said passage including a first leg extending inwardly into said body from said first 
opening and a second leg extending inwardly into said body from said 
second opening; 

said f i shhook shaft inner section including first and second legs connected to each 
other and located generally between said proximate end and said extension 
section, said shaft first and second legs being received in said passage first 
and second legs respectively; 

said fishhook shaft first leg and second passage first legs and said second leg 
passage first and passage second legs forming angles of between 90 
degrees to 1 80 degrees with respect to each other; 

said fishhook being mounted in said body with its shaft extension section 

extending generally rearwardly therefrom and with said shaft return section 
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extending generally upwardly from said extension section and with said barb 
located generally above said shaft extension section; 

said body including a deflector receiver extending into the interior thereof and 
open at said body exterior surface between said body top and back; 

a deflector with a proximate end and a distal end, said deflector extending 

generally upwardly and rearwardly from said body with said distal end thereof 
located in front of said barb, said deflector forming an angle of approximately 
45 degrees with respect to said fishhook shaft extension section; 

said deflector comprising a plurality of bristles, each said deflector bristle having a 
respective proximate end fixedly secured in said deflector receiver and a 
respective bristle distal end, said bristle distal ends being cut across along a 
generally horizontal, longitudinally-extending line whereby said deflector 
distal end is angled at approximately 45 degrees; 

said bristle distal ends terminating slightly above the level of said barb and said 
rearmost bristle distal end being located slightly in front of said barb; and 

said fishhook including a line connector comprising an eyelet formed at the 

proximate end of said fishhook shaft, said eyelet being positioned in spaced 
relation upwardly and forwardly from said body exterior surface in proximity 
to said passage first opening and adapted for connecting a line thereto : and 

said fishhook comprising a primary fishhook; 

an auxiliary fishhook including an eyelet; 

said auxiliary fishhook being substantially smaller than said primary fishhook: and 
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a rubber or elastic band with a front end received in said primary fishhook eyelet 
and a back end received in said auxiliary fishhook eyelet: and 

said band extending over the top of said body, around said deflector proximate 
end and retaining said auxiliary fishhook in proximity to said body back 

Claim 2. The jig according to claim 1 , which includes: 
a layer of coating material on said body. 

Claim 3. The jig according to claim 1 wherein said first leg and passage first leg and 
second ]eg shaft and passage second legs are angled at approximately 120 degrees 
with respect to each other. 

Claim 4. The jig according to claim 1 wherein said first leg and passage first leg and 
second |eg shaft and passage second legs are angled at approximately 135 degrees 
with respect to each other. 

Claim 5. The jig according to claim 1 wherein said first leg and passage first leg and 
second ]eg shaft and passage second legs are angled at approximately 150 degrees 
with respect to each other. 
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Claim 6. The jig according to claim 1 wherein said first Jeg and passage first leg 

and second Jeg shaft and passage second legs are angled at approximately 180 
degrees with respect to each other. 

Claim 7. The jig according to claim 1 wherein 

said bristle distal ends are positioned no more than 1/8 inch above the level of said 

barb and said bristles have varying lengths, with the frontmost bristle being 

shortest and the rearmost bristle being longest; and 
said rearmost bristle distal end is located no more than 1/4 inch in front of said 

barb. 

Claim 10. The jig according to claim 2 wherein said coating material comprises 
high visibility paint. 

Claim 1 1 . The jig according to claim 1 wherein said fishhook comprises forged, 
tempered, stainless-steel with said a ro l at i vo l y f l at return section being relatively flat . 

Claim 12. The jig according to claim 1, which includes: 

a swivel connector depending downwardly from said base lower face and including 
an upper end fixedly embedded in said body and a freely rotatable lower end 
with an eyelet; 

a connecting ring received in said swivel connector eyelet; and 
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a spoon with: a first, convex side; a second, concave side; an attached end; and a 
receiver in said attached end receiving said connecting ring, said spoon 
being adapted to swivel with respect to said body about said swivel 
connector as said fishing jig is pulled through watery 

an aux i li a ry f i shhook i nclud i ng an e y ele t; 

said aux ilia ry f i shhook b ei ng substant i al l y small e r than sa i d pr i mary f i shhook; 
a rubb e r or ela st i c band w i th a front e nd r e c ei v e d i n said pr i m a ry f i shhook ey ele t 

and a back e nd r e c e iv e d in said auxi l iary f i shhook e y e l e t; and 
sa i d b a nd e xt e nd i ng ov e r th e top of sa i d body, around sa i d d e f le ctor prox i mat e 

ond and retaining said aux i liary fishhook i n proxim i ty to sa i d body back 



Claim 13. A fishing jig, which comprises: 

a generally spherical body including an exterior surface, an interior, a front, a back, 
a top, a bottom and a generally cylindrical base protruding downwardly from 
said bottom; 

said base having an annular base sidewall connected to said bottom and 
terminating at a relatively flat, circular base lower face, said face lying 
generally in a plane located below said body with said jig upright; 

a fishhook passage extending through said body and including first and second 
openings at said body exterior surface; 

a primary fishhook mounted on said body and projecting outwardly from the 
exterior surface thereof, said primary fishhook including a shaft; 
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said fishhook shaft including a proximate end, a distal end, an extension section, a 
curved return section connected to said extension section and a barb 
connected to said return section and located at said shaft distal end; 

said fishhook shaft including an inner section positioned within said passage and 
located generally between said shaft proximate end and said extension 
section; 

said passage including a first leg extending inwardly into said body from said first 
opening and a second leg extending inwardly into said body from said 
second opening; 

said f i shhook shaft inner section including first and second legs connected to each 
other and located generally between said proximate end and said extension 
section, said shaft first and second legs being received in said passage first 
and second legs respectively; 

said f i shhook shaft first leg and second passage first legs and said second leg 
passage first and passage second legs forming angles of between 90 
degrees to 1 80 degrees with respect to each other; 

said primary fishhook being mounted in said body with its shaft extension section 
extending generally rearwardly therefrom and with said shaft return section 
extending generally upwardly from said extension section and with said barb 
located generally above said shaft extension section; 

said body including a deflector receiver extending into the interior thereof and 
open at said body exterior surface between said body top and back; 
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a deflector with a proximate end and a distal end, said deflector extending 

generally upwardly and rearwardly from said body with said distal end thereof 
located in front of said barb, said deflector forming an angle of approximately 
45 degrees with respect to said fishhook shaft extension section; 

said deflector comprising a plurality of bristles, each said deflector bristle having a 
respective proximate end fixedly secured in said deflector receiver and a 
respective bristle distal end, said bristle distal ends being cut across along a 
generally horizontal, longitudinally-extending line whereby each said bristle 
distal end is angled at approximately 45 degrees and said bristle distal ends 
are generally coplanar and flush; 

said bristle distal ends terminating slightly above the level of said barb and said 
rearmost bristle distal end being located slightly in front of said barb; 

said primary fishhook including a line connector comprising an eyelet formed at 
the proximate end of said fishhook shaft, said eyelet being positioned in 
spaced relation upwardly and forwardly from said body exterior surface in 
proximity to said passage first opening and adapted for connecting a line 
thereto; 

a swivel connector depending downwardly from said base lower face and including 
an upper end fixedly embedded in said body and a freely rotatable lower end 
with an eyelet; 

a connecting ring received in said swivel connector eyelet; 
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a spoon with: a first, convex side; a second, concave side; an attached end; and a 
receiver in said attached end receiving said connecting ring, said spoon 
being adapted to swivel with respect to said body about said swivel 
connector as said fishing jig is pulled through water; 

an auxiliary fishhook including an eyelet; 

said auxiliary fishhook being substantially smaller than said primary fishhook; 
a rubber or elastic band with a front end received in said primary fishhook eyelet 

and a back end received in said auxiliary fishhook eyelet; and 
said band extending over the top of said body, around said deflector proximate 

end and retaining said auxiliary fishhook in proximity to said body back. 

Claim 14. The jig according to claim 13 wherein said body is coated with a coating 
material comprising a high visibility paint. 

Claim 1 5. The jig according to claim 1 3 wherein said primary fishhook comprises 
forged, tempered, stainless-steel with said a relat i v el y f l at return section being relatively 
flat. 

Claim 16. A fishing jig, which comprises: 

a generally spherical body including an exterior surface, an interior, a front, a back, 
a top, a bottom and a generally cylindrical base protruding downwardly from 
said bottom; 
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said base having an annular base sidewall connected to said bottom and 
terminating at a relatively flat, circular base lower face, said face lying 
generally in a plane located below said body with said jig upright; 

a fishhook passage extending through said body and including first and second 
openings at said body exterior surface; 

a fishhook mounted on said body and projecting outwardly from the exterior 
surface thereof, said fishhook including a shaft; 

said fishhook shaft including a proximate end, a distal end, an extension section, a 
curved return section connected to said extension section and a barb 
connected to said return section and located at said shaft distal end; 

said fishhook shaft including an inner section positioned within said passage and 
located generally between said shaft proximate end and said extension 
section; 

said passage including a first leg extending inwardly into said body from said first 
opening and a second leg extending inwardly into said body from said 
second opening; 

said f i shhook shaft inner section including first and second legs connected to each 
other and located generally between said proximate end and said extension 
section, said shaft first and second legs being received in said passage first 
and second legs respectively; 
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said f i shhook shaft first leg and s e cond passage first legs and said second leg 
p a ss a g e first and passage second legs forming angles of between 90 
degrees to 1 80 degrees with respect to each other; 

said fishhook being mounted in said body with its shaft extension section 

extending generally rearwardly therefrom and with said shaft return section 
extending generally upwardly from said extension section and with said barb 
located generally above said shaft extension section; 

said body including a deflector receiver extending into the interior thereof and 
open at said body exterior surface between said body top and back; 

a deflector with a proximate end and a distal end, said deflector extending 

generally upwardly and rearwardly from said body with said distal end thereof 
located in front of said barb, said deflector forming an angle of approximately 
45 degrees with respect to said fishhook shaft extension section; 

said deflector comprising a plurality of bristles, each said deflector bristle having a 
respective proximate end fixedly secured in said deflector receiver and a 
respective bristle distal end, said bristle distal ends being cut a cross along a 
generally horizontal, longitudinally-extending line whereby each said bristle 
distal end is angled at approximately 45 degrees and said bristle distal ends 
are generally coplanar and flush; 

said bristle distal ends terminating slightly above the level of said barb and said 
rearmost bristle distal end being located slightly in front of said barb; 
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said fishhook including a line connector comprising an eyelet formed at the 

proximate end of said fishhook shaft, said eyelet being positioned in spaced 
relation upwardly and forwardly from said body exterior surface in proximity 
to said passage first opening and adapted for connecting a line thereto; 

a swivel connector depending downwardly from said base lower face and including 
an upper end fixedly embedded in said body and a freely rotatable lower end 
with an eyelet; 

a connecting ring received in said swivel connector eyelet; and 
a spoon with: a first, convex side; a second, concave side; an attached end; and a 
receiver in said attached end receiving said connecting ring, said spoon 
being adapted to swivel with respect to said body about said swivel 
connector as said fishing jig is pulled through water. 

Claim 17. The jig according to claim 13 16 wherein said body is coated with a coating 
material comprising a high visibility paint. 

Claim 18. The jig according to claim 16 wherein said primary fishhook comprises 
forged, tempered, stainless-steel with said a re l at i v e ly f l at return section being relatively 
flat. 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regard to claim 1 , the prior art of record does not disclose a rubber or elastic 
band with a front end received in the primary fishhook eyelet and a back end received in 
the auxiliary fishhook eyelet; and the band extending over the top of the body, around 
the deflector proximate end. 

In regard to claim 13, the prior art of record does not disclose a swivel connector 
depending downwardly from the base lower face and including an upper end fixedly 
embedded in the body and a freely rotatable lower end with an eyelet; a connecting ring 
received in the swivel connector eyelet; a spoon with: a first, convex side; a second, 
concave side; an attached end; and a receiver in the attached end receiving the 
connecting ring, the spoon being adapted to swivel with respect to the body about the 
swivel connector as the fishing jig is pulled through water; an auxiliary fishhook 
including an eyelet; the auxiliary fishhook being substantially smaller than the primary 
fishhook; a rubber or elastic band with a front end received in the primary fishhook 
eyelet and a back end received in the auxiliary fishhook eyelet; and the band extending 
over the top of the body, around the deflector proximate end and retaining the auxiliary 
fishhook in proximity to the body back. 

In regard to claim 16, the prior art of record does not disclose a swivel connector 
depending downwardly from the base lower face and including an upper end fixedly 
embedded in the body and a freely rotatable lower end with an eyelet; a connecting ring 
received in the swivel connector eyelet; and a spoon with: a first, convex side; a second, 
concave side; an attached end; and a receiver in the attached end receiving the 
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connecting ring, the spoon being adapted to swivel with respect to the body about the 
swivel connector as the fishing jig is pulled through water. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3733. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /7 
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